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he Matrons’; Gduncil. 
he ,SoDiety fbr the State Begishation of Trained 

The League of St. BartholomeG’s Hospital 

The League of St. John’s House Nurses. 
~IEhe Zeague of Chelsea’Infirmary Nufsss. 
The Laicester Infirmary Nurses’ League, 1 

The Registered Nurses’ Society. 
Mrs. Kildare Treacy, Lady Superintendent of 

the City of Dublin Numing Institution, who had 
come over from Dublin, attended as the representa- 
tive of the Irish Nurses’ Assocaation. 

The minutes *of the last meeting having been read 
and ’confirmed, Miss Stewart said :- 

%ADIES,-when we last met, on April 8th) i t  was 
with tihe object bf €arming a Provisional Committee 
which *&it !act as the Intepmediary between the 
fi$fsb% ‘of this %built27 and the Internattonal Council 
of Rurses until such time as a Natioiial Council of 
*Nurses is fully formed, and it was unanimously 
decided that this was desirable. Those present 
wefe commiss’ioned to carry back to the Leagues and 
8ocieties which they represented an accounc of the 

ings, asking them to co.operate in the forma- 
a.Provisiond Committee, with the result that 

wmow have forty-two delegates from seven societies, 
and we have before us to-day an application for 
representabibn on the Commicltee from the Parish of 
Nottingham Nurses’ League. 

%he follooiing fifteen lhembers of this Provisional 
Committee were present at the Quinquennial 
Meeting of the lnternbtionat Council of Nurses held 
in Berlin in- June last :- 

Mru: Bedford Fenwick, President of the Inter- 
national Council of Nupses, Delegate 0 f the Registered 
Nurses’ Xooiety. 

Miss Ish Ytewart, Hou. Vice-President of the 
International Council of Nurses for Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

Miss Knight, .Matron General Hospital, Notting- 
ham ; Miss &oss, Matron, Western Hospital Fulham; 
&Xis, .M. Breay, Ban. Secretary, Delegates of the 
Matrons’ Oouncil;. 

Miss Richmond, ridatron, Women’s Hospital, 

Nurses; * 

Nurses. I 

of the Chelsea Infirmary ; 
Delegates Qs the 

Miss E. Pen Smith, Lady Sip@ 
Home Hospital, Leicester, DeZegates .f 
Injrma y Nurses) League. 

At the meeting of the International 
followirig resolution was carrieil unani 

t( That invitations be officially sent 
tion of American Nurses, the Provisi 
of the National ‘Council of Nnr$ 
and the Gernia~ Nurses’ Assocjatio 
to affiliate with the International Council of 
Nurses.” 

Since then I have received a letter fr 
L. L, Dock, Hon. Secretary of the Couwil. 
inviting thid Pcovisiand 00 
with the Council, and it is 
that this meeting h& been 

The Chairman then call 
read Miss Dock’s letter, which wm a! f o l l y s  :’- . : 
To THE CEAIRMAN ALND MEM~ERS OF mE $’ 0- 

FILIATION FOR. ENGLAND. 9 -, 
Madam Chairman and Members of the Comtnitt8e;i- 

It is my most pleasant duty to It+$ bQfore $%TOP 
your formal consideration the following action ‘taken 
by the  International Council of Nurses ab ihs-u~cet-; 
ing in Berlin on June 17th. After the hearing of 
reports from dierent countries on, the, ,s*afiy. 

Stewmt, seconded by Miss Dock, and c&ri?&d nndni- 
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nursing organisation, it was proposed by %ss. gf ,s a 
. , 1 % ’  * ‘ I .  mouuly :- , I  

‘‘ That invitations be officially sent to the American 
Federation of Nurses, the Provisional Committea- of- 
the National Council of Nurses &f Eugland,..apd t&~, 
German Nurses’ Association, inviting them to affiliqte 
with the Iriternatidnal Couacil of Nurses.” ’ 

1 therefore beg your earnest &onbidertitton’ of the 
motion, with all that it involves, and ‘cbnfii6ndy: 
hope €or an affirmative reply, as your very presencii ae 
the Berlin meeting, which gave the Coancillum, of th8 
International suah deep satisfaction aBd hope, was an  
assurance that English nurses we’re sy in pdthetically 
interested in the question of internirtional union. . 

The aspiration which draws 118 dn tow&l“int&r- 
national bonds is the aspiration toward a full andcome 
plete self-development. We feel-we see in all 
directions-we hear on all sides, in all countries, 
the criticisms and reproaches directed . ngiiinst un- 
worthy representatives of our profession. CruBe:and 
half-edtwated women, being ad&itt.ed Bs they are by 
hundreds every year into‘ the ranks of nursing, WiCh 
no standards, no ideals, no stimulus, rhust inevitably 
drag down the good name of the nursing art, once 
rescued from ignominy by Florence Nightinple ‘ahd 
her peers. It i s  not the fault of nurses thomselves 
that this flood of half-trained women is being ,poured 

hospital and infirmwy $;ian&gers;‘of @&a 8n.t e’ side 
forbh. It is the result ’ bf i&iorbnce &I the’ 

of nursing instihtions, and of indifMence on the part 
of the public. 

Nevertheless, intell’ enB and educated nurs@ are 
seriously to  blame if tfey do nob ake cogn’sapce of 

mQ$t ht tire st&hd&d Bbd’draw the line to-day, jus’b 
as .Mli&”.ffhhg‘ah d?, by e’&tin$ the poprer & I  

cbraater a d 4nfl@nce W she did 
But bo do bh$ 6 b Bbbohbly necess& 60 gave 

bhd aonditions. The refined an 1 ehuc&tei *nurses 
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